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Background and Aims: This research aims to comparatively
analyze the capacities of Imami jurisprudence in regulating the
confiscation of unexplained wealth and to assess its
convergence with the asset recovery regime under the Merida
Convention, thereby addressing the inefficiency of traditional
criminal approaches in curbing economic corruption.

Materials and Methods: This is a theoretical study conducted
through a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing library
research techniques and referring to legal documents, books,
and scholarly articles.

Findings: The jurisprudential rules of hand liability (Zaman-e
Yad) and usurpation (Ghasbh) not only mandate the restitution
of principal assets acquired unlawfully, but by negating the rule
of “Al-Kharaj bil-Dhaman” (usufruct follows liability) in illicit
behaviors, they also encompass all connected and disconnected
benefits and proceeds derived from the utilization of corrupt
assets. Furthermore, the historical rule of “Min Ayn Laka
Haza” (Where did you get this from?), by challenging the
presumption of health and the rule of possession (Amara-ye
Yad) in cases of gross disproportion between assets and lawful
income, shifts the burden of proving a legitimate source onto
the holder, which substantively aligns with Articles 31 and 54
of the Merida Convention.

Ethical Considerations: Throughout all stages of writing this
research, text originality, honesty, and fidelity have been
strictly observed.

Conclusion: Relying on the synthesis of usurpation rulings and
transnational standards, the Iranian legal system needs to
transition from its dependence on definitive criminal
convictions and establish an in rem civil proceeding model for
the confiscation of unexplained wealth.
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