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Background and Aims: The juristic maxim al-‘Uqad Tabi‘ah
lil-Qustid (“contracts are governed by the parties’ intent”)
constitutes one of the principal rules of Islamic transactional
jurisprudence. Despite its broad acceptance, Imami jurists
remain divided over the legal effect of a contract concluded
under duress and whether subsequent consent can cure the
defect arising from coercion. This article examines the
relevance of the maxim to the legal characterization of coerced
contracts and assesses the need to reform Articles 209 and 346
of the Iranian Civil Code.

Materials and Methods: This qualitative research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach.

Ethical considerations: Principles of academic integrity,
honesty, and textual authenticity were observed.

Findings: Examination of the relevant juristic and legal
arguments indicates that many of the grounds advanced for
validating a coerced contract after the cessation of duress are
open to serious criticism. The maxim al-‘Uqad Tabi‘ah lil-
Qusid places contractual intent at the center of contract
formation and validity, providing a more coherent basis for
explaining the legal consequences of duress. The findings
further show that the effects of duress are not uniform and that
a distinction should be made between duress that negates intent
and duress that merely impairs consent.

Conclusion: The validity of a coerced contract should be
determined by the effect of duress on contractual intent.
Accordingly, Article 209 should require the existence of intent
at the time of contract formation, while Article 346 should
distinguish between impaired consent and absent intent,
denying legal effect to subsequent consent where intent was
lacking.
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