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Abstract

The issue of epistemology or theory of knowledge has preoccupied
human mind for thousands of years. Numerous works have been authored
regarding it and there are several ways for studying it. One can state that
this issue, as a philosophical category, has begun by Plato in the west and
later by Plato’s pupil Aristotle and many contributions have been made to
it by the philosophers of the Age of Enlightenment like Hobbes, Descartes,
Locke, Hume and in the history of western thought, it has been developed
by Kant. This extensive philosophical study has not left any aspects of
human knowledge outside itself and by raising fundamental issues in
each branch of human knowledge, it has sought to determine the scale of
truth of the achievements of this knowledge by the means of the provided
measures. In the science of law questions, the following are among the
most important questions: what are the basic foundations of law? This
question can be raised in a more general way: How can we reach a correct
understanding of legal theories via an epistemological conception?
Thus conceived, epistemology seeks after identification of principles for
evaluation of legal theories. The current study was an effort for studying
the the influence of epistemological notions in an important part of the
history of human thinking (from the age of formation of philosophy in
Greece to the emergence of Kant) based on a historical and philosophical
persecptive of legal theory.

Keywords: Epistemology, Scepticism, Foundationalism, Constructivism,
Consistency of Justification, Natural Law, Legal Positivism.
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